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OF THE 
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BRITISH NATION. 


: Saturday, July 24. 1508. 


Lad 


Gave you my Opinion in my laſt, and 
my Reaſons far it, vi. That the Sum 
and Subſtance of is. War lies in 
Flanders ; and not ta go back to the Parti- dangerous A 
culars repeated then, I am not without Gates of Paris. 
Hopes, that this preſent Vi „ if well Would you deliver the Duke of 22 
'd, and the Conſternation of their Af. and ſecure your Conqueſts in Italy? Beat 
—_ rightly improv'd, may be a full Proof but the French in Flanders, you will find the 
— and 222 2 French reduced to the Doſes ſve there ; 
aud d trufting to Paſſes, Lines Fortificatioos, 
Opinion, oe Abad am Add, 0 — and mòre afraid of the little Duke of Javoy, 
come to a Teftimon * > than ever he was of the Dake De Feuillade, 
Would you beat the French off from the when be drove him from his Capital City 
Banks of cho gies kee ous Hom ra- whe n of — 
vaging t Fe ing e Circle ould you re - ery Bourbon, and 
1 and cruſhing N of the ſet Chalet of Auflria the Throne of 
Houſe of Baden andiWirtemburgh? Beat them the Spaniſh Monarchy ? but the French 


* 
w 


4 1777 | 
in Flanders, which will oblige him to bring 
Home his Auxilliaries out of Spain, and you 
may een let the Spaniards alone to do the 
Work themſclve;-—— And 1 muſt take the 
Freedom to ſay, had the Right of King 
- Charles been only declar'd, ang he had ne- 
ver ſet his Foot in Spain, but the Money, 
the Men, the Arms employ'd there, bad 
from the Beginning been added to your 
Force in Flanders; I am perſwaded, King 
Charles had been by this time quietly ſeated 
at Madrid. | 
But what need remote Arguments, we 
are now come to the Experiment GOD 
ha: truſted.,us with another, Victory ia 
Flanders, a great Blow tothe French it is; 
— and whk 
as that at RameVies or no, the Horſe as they 
ſay being almoft unbroken, yet it is ſuch a 


Blow, as if rightly improv'd, may with - 


GOD's Blctiag end this Wat - And would 
GOD Almighty put it into the Hearts of 
the Princes of the Earth, rather to purſue 
Peace than Conqueſt, I cannot but perſwade 
my ſelf, this one Battle may bring us to the 
End of our Wiſhes, and we may once more 
ſee the Tranquillity of Europe eſtabliſh'd; 
the weary Nations deliver'd from the Ty. 
ranny of Men, whoſe Luft and Cruelty have 
involved them in Blood and Confuiton far 
twenty Years paſt, and that horrid, blaſphe- 
mous and diabolical Deluſion of the Divine 
Right of Perſonal Tyranny be trampled un- 
der Foot, by the general Conſent of all the 
Chriftian Kingdoms of the World, 

Nor could the greateſt Succeſs, our own 
Fanſies could have projected in any other 
Part of the World, have had any thing Hike 
this Effect A Battle on the Rbine or in 
Spain, had been as the Battles of Blenheim 
and Turin were, cutting off the Hair 
which in Time grows again; but a Battle in 
- Flanders is cutting off a Leg or an Arm, 
which is never reſtor d. a 


Imuſt own, it is an unaccountable thing 


in the French General, and what the Duke 
of Vendoſme will ſay for it, remains a Doubt 
with me— That he ſhould ſuffer himſelf at 
fach a Jundute as this to be drawn into an 
Engagement; he had by afine Step or two 
got great Advantages z he had ſciz'd upon 


and had 


r it i3 al:ogether ſu compleat, 


"Author, Sir; if you enquire among 
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Gbent and Bruses, taken Sword in Hand 


the Fort of Plaſſendaol, and thereby block d 


Oftend, ſo that ne had open'd the whole 
plain Country of Flanders to himſelf, and had 
quite chang the Face of Affairs in Flanders, 
in'd the Reputation of a, Poli- 
tick Soldier, and a great General; and how 
he ſnould be brought to put it to a day at 
laſt, what ſhall be ſaid for it? — Where's 
my mad Man, what wil he ſay to it, 1 
wonder ? | 


Md Man. Not fo far off, Sir, as you 
think z; a mad Man is always pretty near the 
Review, you know; what's your Will with 


me, Sir ? 


Review, What is your Opinion of the 
Duke De Yendoſme, prav, and this Action 
of his, in ſuffering himſelf to be drawa into 
a Battie ? : 

M. Mv Opinion is, Sir, that he was, as 
I told you the World is, MAD. But what i- 
that to the Purpoſe, I take both ſides to be 
mad, and therefore my Opinlon weighs not 
in this Caſe. F 

Rev. Is our Side mad too? 

M. Ay, ay, mad, quite mad; I beheve, 
the Duke of M - gb is as mad a any 
of them, and much madder than the Duke 
of Vendoſme. 

Kev, How do you prove that? 

MM. I'll prove it by a very ancient Au- 
thor, whom J have in my Pocket. 

Rev, Is it io Proſe or Verſe ? 

M. Q, Sir, it is Verſe; tis one of the 
ancient Poets, I affure you, commenting 
upon anther ; perhaps you may not have 
heard of bim. 

Bev. What is his Name, pray? 

M. / know you love Names; Vil tell you 
then, it is CROCUS upon HINDER- 
LANDS, Sir, an ancient High German 
the 
Linen-Drapers in CornbiF, or the Hambro 
Merchants, they are moſt of them-acquaint- 
ed with him Well, Sir, and. does he 
prove the Duke of M gb to be 
mad? Ay, Sir, without Queſtion, and 
madder than the Duke De Pendoſme 3 II 
ſhew it ou. F 


+ Pompey 


F Romper & 2 Au, 


' - Pompey was 4 
But Cæſar in Pharſalia rquted: 
Becauſe de-wis a madder & 


Ti plain, Sir, you ſee Fighting being 
down-right Madneſs, he that is madd 
conqu-rs.0f C- urfe, and he tbat conquers 
is maadeff of Courſe ; and fo the Duke ot 
1 —— 26 is madder than the Duke of 
Vendoſme, and therefore beats him, and you 
need not take thi; for an Affront to the 
Duke of M——— gb, for it is juft the con- 
trary, it is the greateſt Panegyrick on him 
a mad Min c:n make. 

Rev, Hoe do you make it out? 

M. Very 9'>in, Sic; for the Duke of 
M 
Pendaſme, ſizri5-*, that he is the fitter for 
a Geceraly. ind having beaten him accord: 
ing t toe S ng, brczuſe he was madder, 
j. e. as hefere, becauſe be is a better Gene- 
ral, lo he ſhall always beat him for the ſame 

caſon. j 

Rev. This is mad arguing indeed, and 
you ſpeak but urder the Prote ion of your 
Lunacy. ; 

M. | fpeak it bonefity, and-mean it ſo; 
in my Sence it is our Advantage, add that 
great General's Honout to have bim be the 
maddeſt Man upon Eacth. IF 

Rev. Well, but this is not to my Que- 


ſtion yet. What think you of the French 


fighting, dv you not think they were mad? 
M. | thivk they were mad in beginning 
the War, and ſo every AQtion they have 
done fince, is Part of the ſame Lunacy ; but 
as to this Fight, I do not ſo'much reflect 
upon them, as You. | 
Rev. Why ſo? | 
M. Beeauſe Acts of Lunacy are general- 
ly voluntary, at leaſt they ſeem ſo; but 
tis plain; this was againſt their Wills. 
| Kev. But why were they 
Condition to be oblig'd to fight againſt 
their Wills ? Ph TSR 
M. \\ by, that was anfwer'd in Czſarand 
Pompey, becauſe the D. of M—b was wadder, 
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. Miſtakes,. and m e th 
© -. Jategrity, and | 
brought to a- for that which none but their Maker 


C 
—h | bas not the · hardeſt Poſt of it; of at 
Anglice, a better General than the Duke of the World, A OE agy 
Fexdoſme, and puſh'd kim to a Neceſſity of Hugland, for I find it ſo in no other Nation 


fighting, and that too with ſome Diſadvan- 
tage 3 You may goon with your WHAT to 
the Bnd of the Chapter; why did he let 
himſelf de brought to the Neceſficy of 
* why did he march SO aud not 
S0, here and not there, as every Step is 
examin'd, when a Man miftakes? Will you 
o ask a Gamefter why be loſes? Tuo 
Rings are commonly ſaid to make a Man 
loſe at Play; 1. that his Antagoniſt is a 
better Gameſter, or 2. ill Luck — 
That the Duke of M 


been apparent enough; as to what, they 
cal} Luck at Play, or Fortune in the Caſe of 
War, I leave you to call it what you pleaſe, 


and talk of it by your ſelf, it does not be- 


long to my Claſs. 

Rev. I know but one right Name for it, 
it is vulgarly call'd Chance or Fortune, 
idols of Atheifts, and Phantoſms that have 
no Being I know it by no other Name 
than Providence, and to it I am for reſer- 
2 whole moving Power of all theſe 
Affairs. Aud this has made me talk ſo much 
of the Want of our acknowledging the $e- 
v ty of Providence in the Conduct of 


e Ve 
1 charge the bar» 
—— n nerals and: 

cers, putting them in s Stead, 
and demanding ViQory as abſolutely. of 
them, as #4cbel: demanded Children of her 
Hnsband Facob, taying al the Negatives 
which are put upon our Proſpefs, at the 


Door of their -ConduRt A 
a upon, 
accountable 


- -. — 
them 
be oy 


can 

give, and v hich their own Behaviour oſten 
provokes him to with- hold. SI 

If à General under theſe Circumftances- 

Man in 

mean in 

in 


gb is the det 
br ing madder than the Duke of ter Gameſter in this Play of the War, has 
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